since 1815, when they first met. Fitz-greene Hal-
leek is credited with taking Cooper's earliest
books to Europe in 1822 and finding a London
publisher for them. The novelist called his friend

FITZ-GREENE HALLECK.                    JOSEPH RODMAN DJ.IAKE.

" The Admirable Croaker/' on account of a series
of amusing and satirical verses written by Hal-
leek and Drake and published over the signa-
ture of " Croaker and Co.," in the public press
of that day. Into this atmosphere of charm came
delightful and delighting Joseph Rodman Drake,
with his " six feet two " of splendid youth; he
was thought by some " the handsomest man in
New York." From out this brilliant group
comes the record that " ' Culprit Fay/ written in
[ 92 ]-two when it was written, and
